4

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

WASHINGTONX,

D. C., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1883.

Tig NATIONAL TRIBUNE,

{EsTABLISHED 1877.)

————————

'To CARE FOR HisM WHD HAS DORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR

|
S WiDOW AND GRPHANS. " A i

;;;;;;

“Tue vauorry oF TmE pusuc OFEET OF THME UsiTed

ETATES, AUTHORIZED BY LAW, INCL G DEBTS INCURSED FOR
PAYMENT OF PINGOKS AND BOUNTIES FOR SERVICES In BUP
FREBSING INSURRECTION OR Rl v, EMALL NOY BE QUES-
TIONED, 0. 4, ART. X[V, CONSTITUTION OF THE UniTeED
Etates

‘.Fl'.\_"\.'— OER IT THI AULCET FAS n DEVOTED TO THE INTER™
EETE OF THE SOLDIER S JCD I nTRY. | EARNESTLY

COMMEND 1T ODMRAGES OF THE URDER.**
aul VA DERVOORT,

Cousanpesan-Cmer, G. A. R, |

TOALL C

PUBLISHED WEEKLY.

-

One Dollar Year.
-
B TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION—INVARIABLY CASM IN
HEHWIBE THAN OV REGIS-
OR DRAFT ON New

BENDER, AS ALSO ALL

!"u‘ &

ADVANCE. —MONEY FORWARDED OF
TERED LEYTER, POSTAL MONEY
Yors, wWill BE AT THE RISK OF
SUEECHRIETIONS PAID TO AGENTE.
ES5“RENEWALS. -S
YHE DATE WHEN TMELIP SUBSCRIPTION WILL EXPIRE BY LODKING
THEIR PAPER, WHIOH 15§
NUMBER ** OF THE LAST

THE
CAN ALWAYS ABCERTAIN

RSCRIBENS

AT THE NUMBER ON THE WRAFPFER OF

THE BANME AS THAT OF THE WH
ISBUE wrCH THEY ARE ENTITLED TO RECENVE.
L BE OHANGED AS

89" ADDRESSES. — Annresses wil
g £6% SHMOULD IN ALL CASES

b.

OFTEX AB OESMED, OUT

QIVE THEIR OLD AS WELL AS KNEw ADDRLE

B CORRESPONDENCE.—C0RRFSPONDENCE 1§ SOLICITED
FRON DVERY SECTION IN BESArD TO AL GRAND Army, PENSION,
MiLiTany, AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND HOUSEHOLD MAT-
TERS, AND LETTERS TO 7 EciToR WILL ALWAYS RECEIVE
PROMST ATTENTION. Warte on ONE SIDE OF THE PAPER
onLY |

B3~ ADVERTISING RATES.—Wants (PER AGATE UINE)
10 OTR. ; THAEE LINES 25 Cre. OTHESR TRANSIENT ADVERTISING,
g0 Cxnts PEm UNE. THIRTEEN INSESTIONS 10 Pen CENT. DIS-
COUNT ; TWENTY-BIXK INSEATIONS &0 PEm CENT. DESCOUNT 3
FIFTY-TWO INSERTIONS 30 PEm CENT. DIECOUNT. ADDRESS ALL
LeTTiRs—

Tue NaTionaAL TRIBUNE,
N, D. C.

e
GTO

615 FIFTEENTH ST., WASHIN

ENTEATD AT THE WAAHINGTON 7

THE NATION

WASHINGTON, D, C, FEBEUARY 22, 1553,

A5 BECOND-CLASS MATTER

]
The number of subscriptions fo THE X.&—_
TIONAL TRIBUNE reccived n'm‘a'!g the weck
ending T:--.qfﬂy, Februavy 20th, was l,l:;la |

—

THE number of pension certificates issned
and signed during the week ending Feb-
ruary 20th., was ss follows: Original, 718; |
increase, 162; re-issue, 41; restoration, 10;
duplicate. 37 ; arrears, 0; accrued pensions,
b4 total, 1,022,

Ix another column will be found, as nsual,
numerous extracts from the lefters of our
subscribers concerning a variety of suhjects.

The publication of these letters has inci-
dentally served a novel purpose in furnish- |
ing our velerams with the addresses of old |
comrades of whose whereabouts they had |
Jost all trace, and thus bringing about many |
pleasant seunions. Indeed, the circulation |
of Tae TRIBUNE is now so large that the |
insertion of an advertisement in its columns |
calling for the address of a member of some
particular regiment or company is pretty
sure to elicit a prompt response, and appli-
pants for pensions who need the evidence of
ow-soldiers to perfect their claims have
jound TiE TRIBUXNE the quickest and most
in medium of communicating with
them. In this way THE TRIBUXE has been
of unexpected assistance to many a worthy
claimant who, but for its aid, must have
failed to establish Lis right to a pension.

THE attention of our readers is once more
directed to the list of premiums which ap-
pears in another column. These premiums
after 2 six months’ trial, have been found to
fully meet the wants of our club raisers, and
we are in receipt of a large number of testi-
monials to their value. Some of our com-
~ades have selected books and pictures as |
preminms, and with them started Post
libraries and adorned the walls of their Post
rooms. The series of books entitled * Cam-
paigns of the Civil War” has met with
&pecial favor, and justly so, since the
grice per volume is exceedingly low, while
the works themselves rank with the best |
military histories of the day. For general
zeading, however, the “Capture of a Loco- |
motive” is unquestionably the most inter- |
esting. Indeed, it is the most exciting and
thrilling narrative of military adventure
that has yet been written, and it deserves a
place in the library of every ex-soldier. We
are aware that our readers, as a rule, are ;
prompted to canvass for 1

'HE TRIBUNE by ‘
the simple desire to enlarge the field of its

usefulness, but they will find that the pre-

miunms which we offer for new clubs will

in themselves amply repay them for the

trouble.

e
ELSEWHERE in our columns, this week,
will be found a copy of a letter addressed to |
the New York Tribune by one of its sub- |
seribers—giving motice of his intention to |
discontinue his subscription on account of=
its attacks on pensioners—together with the |
Tribune’s reply. The latier, as was to be ex-
pected, is decidedly evasive, and, as the re- |
cipient himsclf says, in a letter inclosing it |

AL TRIBUNE. |

| earne

for our perusal, altogether unsatisfactory.’

The fact is, that the New York Tribune is |
trying to carry water on both shoulders. It |
pretends to be in favor of pensioning de- |
serving claimants, yet persistently labors to

convinee the public that the pension system |

itselfl is honeycombed with fraud,

It pro- l

. - |
fesses a great respect for disabled veterans.
yet clamors for a public exhibition of their |
names, wounds, and prusion eertificates I

7 L
&s if they were a gang of forgers or :

It will not
too obvious.

swindlers,

cucy is Neither the New

York Tribune nor any other newspaper that

do—the inconsist- |

S |
charges general and indiscriminate frand |

upon Gur pensioners, without any legal or

eredible proof of the same, can by any

J

soldiers have found ont by experience a cer-
tain method of enforcing their claims upon
the attention of the journals which have
raised such a hue and cry against them, we
trust they will not be slow to avail them-

| selves of it.

-
Tke Tribune and Its Readers.

THe TrIBUNE appears this week en-
larged from forty-eight to fifiy-six columns
and printed from its new Scott rotary press,
built expressly for its use, at a cost of
$17.,500, by the manufacturers, C. Potter, Jr.,
& Co, of New York, and capable of
turning ount twelve thousand perfect copies
of THE TriBUNE—cut, pasted and folded—
per bhour. The modern printing machine,
as our readers are donbtless aware, is one of
the most delicate and intricate pieces of
mechanism everdevised by human ingenuity,
and such accuracy and precision are requi-
site in the adjusiment of its parts that per-
fection is seldom attainable at the first trial
of its powers. As the practiced reinsman
gives his thoronghbred a turn or two around
the track to guicken his blood and ease his
muscles before speeding him on the course,
80 it scems necessary that this ereature of
be put
through a sort of preliminary canter before
If,
therefore, the present number of Tt TriB-

man's subilest invention should

she settles down to her natural gait.

UNE should not present the handsome ap- |
pearance that we trust it will, our readers !

will understand that it is simply because
the new steed which we have harnessed has
not yet fairly settled down to work. We
could wish that they were all at hand to see

oand of snow-white paper, dexterously un-
coiling itself from the monstrous roll, flash
like a line of white hetween the whirring
cylinders and cut in twain with a stroke of
the knife, as swift and imperceptible as a
fairy’s touch, turn and bend and double on
itself, until, in the twinkling of an eye, it
escapes from the maze of tapes and lies flut-
tering and glistening on the table, a new-
made newspaper. And now the yawning
mail-bag reccives it and it goes spjnning
across the continent, until at last it reaches
the kindly hands that are waiting to receive
it. It is no longer an inanimate band of
Endowed with life and in-
telligence, it becomes, by a transmutation of
elements more subtle than that of water
into wine, a part of thonght itsellf and a
mainspring of human action—a force at once

white paper.

ithpalpable and irresistible.

But the power of the press needs no ex-
emplification at our hands. Its responsibili-
ties are co-equal with its influence, and if the
editor of THE TRIBUNE views with satisfac-
tion the steady growth of its circulation, it is
because he feels that he has not been insensi-
ble to the weight of these responsibilities nor
faithless in thedischarge of them. THE TRIB-
UNE from having been a modest monthly of
limited circulation has grown to be one of the
leading weekly newspapers of the age. There
is no State or Territory in which it does not
circulate, and it is a welcome visitor at nearly
eleven thousand post-offices. Its principles
alone remain unchanged; its purpose un-
altered. “ To care for him who has borne the
battle and for his widow and orphans,” iz a
trust which it will lay down only with the
removal of the occasion for it, and so long as
a single veteran is left to deplore the ingrati-

| tnde of the Government in whose defense he

risked his life, so long the voice of THE TRIB-
UNE will be heard above the hue and cry of
his enemies, entreating and demanding

| justice,

And now, comrades, we leave you to your
own reflections, Ii there is in THE TRrRIB-
UNE the stuff of which great leaders of
opinion are made, shall we not have your
st and unflagging support? Shall we
not bave the honor of commanding an in-
vincible army of one hundred thousand sub-
scribers, before whom the barriers of wrong
and injuostice which now environ Congress
wiil erumble, like the walls of Jerico atthe
sounding of the trumpet, in ruins to the

ground ?

Washington’s Birthday.

The anniversary of the birth of Washing-
ton will doubtless be celebrated throughout
the country to-day with the usual festivities
The holiday has ceased to have any special
characteristics, but it is, nevertheless, ob-
served with a certain degree of decorum, and
is made the occasion for numerous social and
patriotic gatherings. The contemplation of
the virtues of him who was “first in peace,
first in war, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen” no longer stirs popular enthu-
siasm, yet it does not follow that the Nation
is any the less sensible of their magnitude.
This is a very busy and very practical age,
and Americans, of all people, are the least
They accept the
greatness of Washington as a fact of history,

given to hero worship.

and do not coucern themselves any further
about it. Given a new occasion, and their
patriotie impulses would probably be as
deeply stirred as those of their most illustri-
ons ancestors, but they have ontgrown their
foudness for the spread-eagle oratory which
flourished in the Republic's younger days,
and are content to know that thisis “a great
and glorious country,” without wasting any
powder or fireworks over the fact.

Then, too, the events of the Revolution,
momentous as they were, scem tame and
trifling when compared with those of the
IRebellion. The sufferings of the Continen-
tal army at Valley Forge pale into signifi-

cance wnen one thinks of the sacrifices

streteh of the imagination be considered a | which the soldiers of the present age weore

friend of the soldier, and explanations, un-

compelled to make in the war for the pres-

accompanied by retractions, are simply cal- | ervation of the Union, and one scans the his-
— |

calated toheighten the contempt which every

tory of that seven years' struggle in vain for

bonorable man must feel for the author of a | any parallel to Andersonville. For every

wanton and malcious slander.

less, we an ote that the New
Yok T

even il

its “} that our ex-

Neverthe- | hero of revolutionary days our civil war pro-

duced a hundred every whit as deserving of

onscience left— | remembrance, and the fame of their exploits
g it is through | is fresher and more vivid.

1t is no longer necessary to go back to the

the wheels begin to turn and that gleaming !

days of King George to find examples of
patriotism, and it is but natural, therefore,
that public gratitnde should dwell more
affectionately on the memory of those who
saved the Republic than those who created
it. And could Washington’s voice speak to
us to-day, we are sure it would not be in re-
proachful accents, but in earnest entreaty
that we should continue to cherish the
memory of the preservers of the Republic
as our forefathers did the fame of its found-
ers—to invoke for the feeble and crippled
survivors of the struggle, not simply the
justice, but the bounty of the Nation, and
to visit the ingrates who wonld deny them
both with a withering curse.

How the Account Stands.

The cost of pensions is a favorite theme
with the enemies of the soldier, and they
are not at all particular about sticking to
the official figures. Indeed, their state-
ments vary so widely as to suggest the pos-
sibility that they have never taken the
trouble to ascertain what the actual cost is.
One journal puts the annual cost at
$100,000,000, another at 150,000,000,
and occasionally it happens that an editor's
imagination runs away with him to such an
| extent that he gravely advises the Govern-

ment to turn over the Treasury itself to our
The
extracts which we have published from time
| to time in Tue TrisvNe have served to

1

| pensioners as a measure of economy.

i familiarize our readers with the loose and
' frequently absurd statements employed by
iunscmpnlom newspapers to sustain their
| argumpents against the justice of pension
legislation, and it is unnecessary to dwell
1 upon the subject in this connection; but does
it not seem curious, to say the least, that
these journals should have nothing what-
ever to say concerning the expenditures of
| the Government on account of the public
debt! The debt to the bondholder is cer-
tainly not more sacred than that to the sol-
dier—the validity of neither can be ques-
tioned—yet the payments on the former
have been enormous as compared with those
on the latter, as the following statement,
compiled from the official figures, conclu-
sively shows:
Total public debt August 31, 1865,
less cash in Treasury......... . 82,756,431 571 43
Total public debt July 1, 1852 1,675,023474 25
Paid to bondholders to July I, 1552,
1,081,408,100 18

on account redemption of bonds,
Puid to bondholders on account

2,182 643,538 32
3,264,051,63% 50

esenian

interest on debt to July 1, 1882
Paid to bondholders on acconunt of
debt and interest to July 1, 182,
Total amount paid for pensions
since the commencement of the
war, 1861="65....cc0000is LSS Te
Excess of amount paid to bond-
holders on account of publie debt
and interest over amount paid on
account of pensions 2,676,623,944 07

In other words, for every dollar paid the
soldier, the bondholder has received five.
Now, we do not begrudge the bondholder
the money to which he is entitled under his
contract with the Government; on the con-
trary, we believe he should be paid to the
last dollar of principal and interest. DBut it
is only fair that the mewspapers which are
prating about the cost of pensions and en-
deavoring to prejudice pnblic sentiment
against the payment of the Government's
debt to its ex-soldiers, should let the publie
see the other side of the balance sheet.

A Part of the War Debt.

Enough nonsense has been written and
spoken about the pending Equalization of
Bounties bill tofill a volume of the Congress-
ional Record. It has been denonnced as a
mere device of the claim agents to plunder
the Treasury, a job to give gratuity to every
ex-soldier, another river and harbor steal,
&e., &c., whereas, in point of fact, it is sim-
ply & measure to maike good the promises of
the Government of the United States
to its volunteer soldiers, given at a time
when it had the most urgent need of their
services, and ezccepted by them in perfect
confidence that they would be kept. It does
not ereate any new obligation; its sole
object is to discharge one of long-standing.
Under it the soldier will not receive any in-

557,427,604 43

B

that already due him. 7That is to say, he
will be entited to eight and one-third dol-
lars per month, for each month of actual
service, less the amount of United States
bhounty herctofore paid him. It does not
entitle him to bounty for the period for
which he has already been paid.

sands of soldiers who received no bounty at
all—through no faunlt of their own—although
equally deserving with those who were paid
in full, and there are others who received
hut a moiety of that justly due them. Itis to
equalize these differences, to repair the in-
justice resulting from the workings of the
bounty laws, that the proposed bill has been
so long urged in Congress, Once, as our
readers know, it received the concurrent ap-
proval of both Houses and was submitted to
the President—General Grant—for his sig-
nature, but the latter, alleging the poverty
of the Treasury as the reason, saw fit to ex-
ercise the rightof veto. That reason exists no
longer, since the annual surplus of receipts

000,000, and the time has come, in our judg-
ment, when the measure should again re-
ceive the attention of Congress. It is too
late, of course, to expect anything of the
present body, but the incoming Congress
should give it early and earnest considera-
tion. The principles which it involves have
been repeatedly discussed and their equity
has so often been aflirmed that our Senators
and Representatives cannot plead ignorance
of the merits of the megsure as an excuse for
delaying action, and they will sadly fail in
their duty to the country if they neglect to
make provision for the discharge of its obli-
gations to its brave defenders, Said the
late Senator Morton, in the conrse of his
memorable speech in support of this bill:

“Mr. President—Justice to the soldier eannot
always be deferred. It must and will trivmph
sometime, If it does not come this Congress it
w L come al some other Congress, It is a part
of the war debl, as much so as the 5-20 bonds or

crease of bounty, but simply the balance of |

ciple of justice. Tt is'an obligation resting upon
this Nation, and if it takes £20,000,000 or $50,000,000
can make no difference. It is a debt this Natien
honestly owes and ought to be paid. In other
words, let the bounty be equalized; put all
honorably-discharged soldiers upon the same basis;
pay them at the same rate. They are entitled to it.
The justice of it no man can dispute, and that is all
that this bill contemplates. Iam forit, I vote for
it with all my heart.”

May the spirit which animated Senator
Morton in his eloguent advocacy of the
principle involved in the Equalization of
Bounties prompt our statesmen of the pres-
ent day to redeem the Nation's honor.

A Woman's Grievance.

In another column of THE TRIBUNE,
under the head of “A Woman's Grievance,”
will be found a letter from one of our sub-
scribers, in which exception is taken to the

women from membership in the Order and
participation in its assemblies and enter-
tainments, and in a casual way deploring
the general lack of appreciation of woman's
work. The writer evidently speaks from
personal experience, and her complaint is
deserving of more than passing consideration.
It certainly does not eomport with THE

women of the conntry, that any one of them

be exerted to repair that wrong.
are far from believing that the indifference

of which they complain is intentional.

|
shown by the fact that wherever the ques-

tion of associating the gentler sex in the
work of the Grand Army has been openly agi-
tated, the value of Woman's services has been
recognized in the most substantial and em-
phatic manner. The rapid multiplication
of ladies’ relief societies, in connection with
local Posts, is in itself conclusive evidence
of the disposition of our Grand Army com-
rades to avail themselves of woman's help
and sympathy; and if there are cases where
as yet this disposition has not manifested
itself, it must be remembered that the move-
ment is still in its infancy. The time will
come, we dare say, when no Post in the
country will be withont an auxiliary society
of loyal and patriotic ladies.

Meanwhile, there can certainly be no ob-
jection to opening the doors of the I'ost
room at least once a month to the wives and
daughters of our veterans—to all patriotic
and generous women, indeed—and permit-
ting them to share in the social
pleasures of the Order. Their presence
will no more be out of place there
than in the hospital, when it solaced the
sufferings of the sick and soothed the agonies
of the dying, but will impart a bright
and cheerful aspect to gatherings which
otherwise might prove dull and lifeless.
The truth is that woman’s influence is just
as potent for good now as it was in the dark-
est days of the rebellion, and our veterans
cannot afford to slight it. The hands that
kept the embers af love and affection blaz-
ing on the deserted hearthstone, and the
hearts that remained steadfast in their de-
votion to the absent, ought not to be put
away in these days of peace and plenty
from the society of those to whose happiness
they were consecrated.

Neglected But Not Forgotten.

In another column will be found a sketch
of the trial and execution of Commandant
Wirz, of Andersonville. Although nearly
twenty years have passed away since the
miserable wretch expiated his crimes upon
the gallows, time has not softened the resent-
ment of his victims, and the recollection of
his cruelties still embitters their existence.
Nor counld it well be otherwise, The sur-
vivors of Andersonville, looking back to the
epoch of the wer, unlike their comrades in
arms, derive no pleasure from the contem-
plation of brilliant military achievements.
Their pulses do not respond to the thrill of
pride which other veterans feel when they
recall their exploits on some bloody field.

endured to no purpose and suflerings im-

As a maftter of fact there are some thou- |

over expenditures amounts to nearly $150,- |

posed without reason. For those who braved
the perils of the field there was compen-
sation in the promotion that valor wins.
After the battle there was glory to be shared ;
after the stormy night on picket, rest ; after
the toilsome march, the cheering camp-fire.
For the inmates of Andersonville there was
neither reward nor consolation. Death,
without hope of honor, leered at them
from the sentry boxes; starvation, without
hope of succor, haunted the stockade; dis-
ease, without hope of remedy, lurked in the
very food they ate and the water they drank.
To these unhappy men the days must have
seemed like years, and months like ages.
They lived—those who did live—a whole
.Ilif‘etime in a few brief weecks, and they
| suffered—there were none who did not—the
" utmost of mortal anguish in a single sum-
| mer.
It is impossible, even at this late day, to
' read the story of their sufferings as it
was told by a clond of witnesses at the
trial of their inquisitor, without experienc-
| ing a sensation of profound nausea. The
| details are too sickening, too revolting, to be
| reproduced in print. Yet the half has not yet
been told of what our ex-prisoners endured
while they were in the clutches of Wirz,
| and almost nothing is known of the
| tortures to which Union soldiers were

| subjected in less notorious prisons, such

|
| Florence, Salisbury, Columbia, Macon and

| Charleston. It is true that the treatment
which Union soldiers received in rebel
prisons was made t¥ e subject of a Congress-
hortly after the warand
| that a huge vol@ne of testimony was col-
lected, but how fely have ever seen it—much
| less read it!
The time is

ional investigation

ming, howsver, when the

claims of those whiy suilered everything short |
of death for their pouniry in the pestilential | to give our readers some practical hints and
the 10-40 bonds, It is founded on the same prin- ' prisons of the Soyth wiil command the at- ' su_gestions about letter-writing. In the

tention which they merit. Congresswill yet
find that the calm,dispassionate judgment
of the country approves the demand that
provision should be made for the care of
these heroes of ours, and it will no longer
dare to deny them justice.

The Advance of the Grand Army.,

The growth of the Grand Army of the
Republic during the past eight months has
surpassed all expectations, When the Na-
tional Encampment met at Daltimore, in
June last, the total membership of the Order,
as shown by the report of Adjutant-General
Olin, was, in round numbers, one hundred

| course of the Grand Army in excluding |

{ thousand. At the close of the second quarter
of the administration year the returns of the
several Departments disclosed a gain of fifty
thousand, and the total increase up to date
is probably not far from sixty thousand.
Should this rate of growth be maintained
during the six months that must yet elapse
before the meeting of the next annual En-

|
TRIBUNE'S idea of what is due the loyal |
sheuld suffer from ingratitude or neglect, |
and so far as its influence may avail it will |

But we l

It |
is simply the result of thoughtlessness, as is |

To them the past speaks only of privations |

| as Cahawba, Blackshire, Millen, Tyler, |

campment, the close of the fiscal year will
find the Order two hundred thousand
strong.

It may be said with truth that such a
erowth is almost without precedent in the
history of secret organizations, but it does
not follow that it is miraculous or unac-
countable. The activity and vitality which
at present characterize the Order are not the

| result of accident or the manifestation of
| some occult influence. On the contrary,
| they are attributable to the most familiar
| and prosaic of causes—the power of indi-
vidual eflort.
well-directed labors of individual comrades,
stimulated by the enthusiasm pervading the
Order generally and the shining example set
by the Commander-in-Chief, that the prosper-
ity of the Grand Army is chiefly, if not wholly

It is to the persistent and

due, and it is upon the energy and zeal with
which these labors are prosecuted hereafter
that the future welfare will depend. New
Posts do not spring up of their own accord,
nor is it often that old Posts grow in mem-
bership by virtue simply of the force of at-
traction. The man as well as the opportu-
nity must be at hand—some self-saerificing,
determined comrade—to personally direct the
work of organizing and recruiting. It was
not because of a lack of material that the
Grand Army did not obtain its maximum
strength years ago. Even at this late date
there are more thag a million ex-soldiers
eligible for membership who are still without
the ranks of the Order. The obstacle in the
way of gathering all our veterans into the
fold has been the scarcity of organizers and
workers in the rank and file of the Grand
Army—the absence of the true missionary
spirit in the conduct of the Order itself.
That such has been the case can be shown
out of our own limited experience, even.
What does the fact that we are daily receiv-
ing applications for Post charters from com-
munities in every section of the country—
inclnding the oldest and most vigorous De-
partments—prove but the paucity of workers
in the Grand Army itself—the lack of reap-
ers to glean the fields that are already white
unto the harvest? Asthe number of reapers
multiply, in that proportion will the harvest
increase, and another year may witness a
still more remarkable growth in the mem-
bership of the Grand Army than has distin-
guished the present.

We have referred to the “shining ex-
ample” of the Commander-in-Chief as one
of the stimulating influaences in the work of
the year. It isin no mere complimentary
sense that we employ the phrase. There is
now lying before us a letter from Comrade
Van Dervoort, in which he says:

“I have now visited all Departments east of the
Mississippi River, and only California, Dakota,
lIowa, Utah, Oregon, Washington Territory, and
Kentucky still remain—7 to visit and 24 visited. I
have traveled 26,953 miles; and if we can only
guin 100,000, my soul will be glad.”

This is a record which may well challenge
the admiration, as it must certainly stir the
enthusiasm of our comrades. No Command-
er-in-Chief has ever before made the influence
of his position felt throughout the length
and breadth of the country as Comrade Van
Dervoort has done, or has displayed such
personal devotion to the work of building
up the Order. He has practically given up
one entire year of his life to this labor of
love, and set the mark of his ambition so
high that no future Commander-in-Chief can
afford to set a lower estimate upon the
duties and responsibilities of the office.

And now, comrades—readers and sub-
scribers all—let us do our share towards
upholding the hands of so infrepid a leader.
Let us plant a Post of the Grand Army in
every hamlet from the Alantic to the Pacific
where the blue coat of the soldier is still the
garb of patriotism. Gather the veterans in
from the work-shop and the furrough and
enroll them once more under the flag that
protects in peace what was won in war. THE
TriBuNE will furnish the necessary blanks
and instructions, and see to it that the new
Posts are promptly mustered.

) Advice to Correspondents.
We are always glad to hear from our
subseribers. Their letters frequently con-

| tain valuable suggestions and sometimes |
pe |
It is our |

furnish important information.
custom to read them attentively, and so far
as space will permit and the interest of the
subject warrant, give them publicity in our
columns. But it is a physical impossibility |
to publish them all. If we were to do that, |
Tue TRIBUNE would contain nothing else
but soldiers’ letters—and we do not suppose
that our subscribers would care to read two
or three thousand letters every week, no
matter how patriotic the sentiment which
they contained. Necessarily, therefor, the
editor is obliged to exercise his judgment as
to what disposition to make of these letters;
and if it sometimes happens that he errs in
Ius selection, it should be remembered that
after all he is bat mortal.

And right here it may not be out of place

first place, write on one side of the paper
only. That is a rule of long standing in all
newspaper offices, and is rendered necessary
by the fact that where a letter occupies both
sides of the sheet but one compeositor at a
time can set type from it. In the next place,

distinetly. That is the only certain way of
guarding against provoking errors. In the
third place, write briefly.
thing to say, say it in as few words as

There is a werld of truth in the

| possible.
wit.” In the fourth place, confine yourself
to facts and incidenis of which you bhave
personal knowledge, Let history take care
of itself.

We are always glad, as we have said, to

but profit by the foregoing suggestions, we
shall be able to make better use of their
letters. We cannot find room for all the
original poetry, campaign histories, prison
sketches, individual military records, and
pension complaints that they may choose
to send us, but short, graphie, and enter-
taining letters are pretty sure to find a
corner in THE TRIBUNE.

The Western Floods.
The press dispatches have doubtless re-

corded with substantial accuracy the extent
of the devastation occasioned by the recent
floods in western rivers, but we suppose
no pen is capable of deseribing the individ-
ual distress which they have brought about.
The mere statement that so many thousands
of dollars worth of property have been de-
{ stroyed in a certain town, conveys but a fee-
ble idea of the actual sufferings of the vic-
It was only the other day that the

tims.
sympathy and generosity of Americans were
invoked in aid ef the homeless inhabitants
of inundated Germany, and now, before the
contributi-ns for that purpose have stopped
pouring in, there arises an occasion for char-
ity here at home that is almost the exact
counterpart of the first. Aside from the
loss of life—which has been considerable—
the floods along the Ohio have heen at-
tended with great personal privation
and there are thousands of persons
who will for some time to come be de-
pendent upon public charity for food and
shelter. It becomes every one, therefore,
who has means and to spare, to contribute
to the relief of these sufferers, and we trust
that our own readers, scattered from Maine
to California, will not be backward in send-
ing, through the proper local channels,sub-
stantial aid to the distressed.

The Government, too, may with propriety
extend in the shape of a Congressional ap-
propriation some assistance to the vie-
tims of the floods. A calamity like this is
beyond the power of States or municipalities
to deal with, and, providing proper safe-
guards are thrown about the expenditure of
the money set apart for the purpose, the
people will not begrudge such a use of the
Treasury funds., And, indeed, it is not un-
likely that Congress will be called upon
to extend its generosity even further than is
now contemplated. Although it is, perhaps,
too soon to state with certainty the ultimate
effect which the floods in the Ohio and
tributary streams will have upon the volume
of the Mississippi, there is grave reason for
apprehending a repetition of the disastrous
overflow of last season, when an area of
country one hundred miles in width was
submerged and thousands of persons ren-
dered homeless and destitute. Should this
apprehension be realized, the charity of the
Nation would be heavily taxed to relieve
the suffering that would ensue. Under any
eircumstances it is evident that the guestion
of erecting a perfect levee system along the
Mississippi is destined to assume a far
greater importance in the public estimation
than ever b.-fore.

Our Mexican Veterans,

One of the incidental results of the pro-
longed discussion of the tariff and internal
revenue bill during the present session of
Congress is the failure of that body to take
action on the bill granting pensions to the
survivors of the Mexican and Indian wars.
On the 16th of January last, Mr. Rice, of
Missouri, reported from the House Commit-
tee on Pensions a resolution making the bill
a special order for the first Tuesday in
February, and from day to day thereafter
until disposed of, provided only that it
should not interfere with the consider-
ation of appropriation or revenue bills, or
prior special orders. The resolution was
debated at length, but the discussion dis-
closed the fact that the sentiment ofthe
House was favorable to the measure, and on
a yea and nay vote being ordered, 157 Rep-
resentatives were recorded in the affirmative,
and but 62 in the negative.

When the first Tuesday in Febrnary ar-
rived, however, it found the House still en-
gaged in the consideration of the tariff bill,
and the special order necessarily went over.
It is possible, of course, that the measure
may yet be called up for action, but at the
present stage of the session there is no prob-
ability of such an event, and our veterans
may as well resign themselves to another
disappointment, and transfer their hopes
from the Forty-seventh to the Forty-eighth
Congress. Whether they will fare any bet-
ter at its hands will depend to a great extent
upon the course which they may see fit to pur-
sue for the enforcement of their claims. It
must be apparent to them by this time that
their interests are identical with those of our
ex-soldiers generally. Itis thespirit of oppo-
sition that has recently been developed to
pensions of all kinds, rather than any
special hostility to their own claims, which
has hindered the passage of the bill to pro-
vide for their support, and unless they make
common cause with the survivors of the
war of the rebellion in oppesition to those
who are raising this hue and cry against
any enlargement of the pension roll, their

chances of ultimate success will be very

slender indeed. The truth is that the
question at issue is no longer the equity of
any particular pension bill, but the sound-
pess of the principle underlying all pension
measures. The value of the services which

be sure to write capital names plainly and |
If you have any-

old proverb that “brevity is the soul of |

hear from our subscribers, and if they will |

were rendered by the soldiers of the Mexican

L

war is not in dispute. The territorial acquisi-
tions—eomprising the four great States of
Texas, Culifornia, Colorado, and Nevada, and
the Territories of Arizona, New Mexico,
Utah, and Wyoming, and aggregating in all
937,275 square miles—resulting from that
strugele, will always furnish an unanswer-
;uhle argument in support of their claims,
| and, as Senator Voorhees once said, “if »
| statue of the preciouns metals was erected to-
| day to each surviving veteran of the Mexi-
can war, instead of the enactment of the
law giving them £3 a month for their lives
I and their widows after them, the expense
.I would be but a barren pittance in compari-
I son with what this Government has received
as the proceeds of their privations and theix

valor.”
| Senator or Representative to oppose the pen-
sioning of these men on the ground that
they are not worthy of the Nation's care.

It is too late in the day for any

The dapger which menaces their interests
has a very different origin. It proceeds, as
we have said, from the concerted attack which
the enemies of the soldier are making on
the pension principle itself. They would
have the country believe that the whole
pension system is honeycombed with frand
and that any further extension of it will
plunge the Government into bankruptey.
To combat this idea is evidently the mos
pressing daty of the hour, and if our Mexi-
can veterans would thwart the efforts of
their enemies to rob them of public esteem
they shounld heartily unite with Tue Trin-
UNE in the great work of bringing the
Nation to a true sense of its obligation to
those who at any time have imperilled
their lives in its defense,

Rich Mountain.

The graphic description of the fight at
Rich Mountain, related to the readers of
THE TRIBUNE by General Rosecrans st our
urgent request, will be read with especial
interest by the survivors of the regimenta
who participated in that brief but decisive
conflict.

The pwmans of victory over the successful
termination of a campaign that cleared
Western Virginia of Cenfederate troops had
scarcely died away when the news of the
defeat of the Union army at Bull Run star-
tled the country,and convinced the Govern-
ment of the herculean task it had under-
taken in subduing the rebellion.

Original articles contributed by promi-
nent actors in the great drama that followed

wiil form one of the features of THE Na-
TIONAL TEIBUNE, and every number will
contain & chapter of war history eithee
editorial or written expressly for its col-
umas.

THE TRIBUNE is in daily receipt of lettera
from its subscribers asking for instructions
concerning the steps necessary to be takenm
preliminary to the establishment of new
Posts of the Grand Army, and for the in-
formation of those who may be engaged in the
work we take pleasure in publishing the fol-
lowing general directions: First, secure the
signatures of at least tem ex-soldiers or
sailors to an application for a Post charter.
Every ex-soldier or sailor who served in the
Union army during the late war and re-
ceived an honorable discharge is eligible to
membership, and THE TrRIBUNE will furnish
a blank form of application on reguesk
Second, as soon as the application has been
properly signed—the minimnm number of
signers required, as we have said, is ten, but
of course as many more should be obtained
as possible—return it to this office, whence
it will be forwarded at once to Adjutant-
General Brown, and by him duly indorsed
and fransmitted to the Department anthori-
ties for action. The charter fee prescribed
in the rules and regulations of the Grand
Army is ten dollars, but the Post dues are
fixed by the Post itself and do not as a rule
exceed two dollars per year for each member,
THE TRIBUNE will be happy to render any
assistance in its power in this work.

“HAD I but served my God with half the
zeal I served my King, He would not in
mine age have left me naked to mine ene-
mies,” was the despairing ery of Woolsey.
The ingratitude of Republics is proverbial.
For thirty wearisome years the wounded
survivors of the Continental army were per-
mitted to drag out a miserable existence—a
burden upon their relations, or paupers upon
the bounty of individuals—before the Gov-
emment extended a hand for their relief
Hundreds of them died cursing the hour
when they became the victims of such base
ingratitude. But there was reason for the
neglect of Congress in caring for the vet-
erans of the War of the Revolntion—an
empty Treasury. Now no such excuse is
offered even by the most rabid enemy to
the soldier. The revenues of the country
are ample to enmable the Government to
fulfill every oblidgation to the seldier in
the spirit as well as in the letter of the
contract. The cry of “frand,” which in
mest cases is but an echo of the “rebel
yell,” is raised on account of the vast num-
ber of claims filed by our disabled comradea
and by their dependent relatives. Of the
2772408 men who faced rebel bullets, toa
many of them seem to have been struck
the leaden missiles to please the sticklers fi
an economical adjustment of the Nation!
debt.

THE recipients of sample copies of the
present issue of THE TrRIBUNE should en-
deavor to procure at least one new sub-
scriber for every copy furnished. If every
one of our readers will send ns one new
subseriber, the circulation of THE TRIBUNE
will soon reach the desired one hundred




